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By DOUGLAS C. WILSON

~A _JOTMET_exXecutive qire
the Central Intelligence “Agerndy
:sald yesterday that he believdk
. the tide of the war in Viet Nagh
*“has. turned very much in favg
[ of a p0551ble solution.** o™

'”Lyman B Klrkpamck Jr., t
LCIA official who left his_ post
| year 56 to join~ the politick
-science faculty at Brown Unl-
versity, said in “an" mtewx
here that he views the paft
year of “developments in_Sout}l-
east As1a w1th guarded op-
misr, v

| =8t “the same -.’nme, he rejectdf

. the arguments of administratig

‘ ¢ritics in a point-by-point revigy
of the Vietnamese war. -+ |

Mr. Kirkpatrick said he thinks
“the chances for a settlemeft
have improved g‘reatly sinfle
May,.1965.

“A year ago today, Viet N i
was practically dovn the draif.
1 The war was practicailly lost||’

he said. But today, as a resyjt

"of stepped-up military effory,
““Hanoi must be hurting mojfe
| and more,” he .said, and if tifls
keeps up, the Communists mdh
| decide to "call it off and resop
to other tactics.”

The "tactics’ could take -t}

form of - negohatlon, he‘ ind}:
. cated.
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a democratic society and an
economy that will support it,
while at the same time carrying

ly as we can.’

Mr. Kirkpatrick sald it is cru-
e cial that elections be held in
South Viet Nam next fall, and he

|be the establishmeént of a fairly
representative government.”

pressed. by U.S. Ambassador

plans for an election.

tions were held with few. inci-
dents,” “he "said. “I think an
election. has meaning and I feel.

held. It would be a great mis-
take to 'postpone or - forestall
them ”

He added however. that it is
not surprlsmg to hear reports
that Premier, Nguyen Cao Ky
plans to screen the list of can-
didates before the election. Mr.
t|Kirkpatrick said South Vietnam-
ese officials have a hard time
keeping .tabs on subversive ele-
ments in the.population.

““There -isn't  the population

‘In the meanume, "we m t

control that exists in more ad-
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.|cadres and help the building of

on our peace offenswe as quiet-

hopes ‘'the ultimate resuits will -

He discounted the fear ex-

‘Henry Cabot Lodge that Viet ~
Cong terrorism mlght tuln the .

“The 'Viet Cong last year"
threatened - to' prevént munici- :
‘|pal elections, and yet the elec-

very strongly that it should be .

‘Lyman B. Kirkpatrick Jr.
A T AW |

vanced countries,” he said|
"The consequence is that thers
are Communist = agitator

around, and some of them ma)
well turn out to be candidate
and get into the body politic.’

Ihe former CIA‘ -execufivyi
took issue -with the argument: l
of those who criticize America
{nvolvement in Southeast Asia.

“They talk about the Unite
States getting out and very sel
dom talk about the increasing
invasion from the north,” - hg
said. If we abandon South Vie
Nam’, it would erupt Into ant

bl even more violent situation thar3
| exists there today.” Also, “'if wq;i

pull - out now, there's not going

4ito be any people in Asia or an
lother: part of the world who ca
flcount on ‘our reliability whe

they're in danger. "
Critics 'who say the war is 4

‘H eivil war and not 8 case of outf|>"
| side ‘aggression #'alsd bverloo
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i§ how this all started " Mr. Kirk

firy, and the s
g complicated than can be ex

Il “Before 1954, I don’t believe youf
ff can say that there honestly was}
il 2 country of Viet Nam,” and

{Ision did not oceur against South

ljwere' committed to battle.
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patrick said.

The argument that. the con
flict is ‘a elvil war must b
based on the shaky a¢sumptio
that Viet Nam is a single coun
ation ‘““is mor

plained on that basis,” he said,

unification is still problematical
because there are racial differ-
ences between North and South.,

“There isn't a terribly grea
feeling of unity or of national
ism among these people,” he|
said. .

Mr. . Kirkpatrick also chal-
lenges the notion that aggres-

Viet Nam.

. The Viet Cong infiltrated from
the north, he.said, and “were
killlihg several thousand South
Vietnamese officials and tech-
nicians and echool teachers
every year” before U.S. troops
IIH
that isn’'t aggression, then I
don’t know what is,”” Mr. Kirk-
patrick -sald. “Of. course, . if
there are going to -be discus-
sions for a settlement, the Viet
Cong should be represented —
but Hanoi insists that the Viet
Cong -be the :only. representa-
tives from South Viet Nam.”
Critics,also complain that this
country has supported govern-
ments that are undemocratic,
Mr.  Kirkpatrick noted. But he
believes that they ‘‘don’t give
proper consideration to the fact
that ‘Washington has earnestly
led to:help the Vietnamese to
ffind leaders who could - lead]

jhe country and who represent-
fd the country at the' same
time. 0%,
"Its a case “of “our govem-
ent being damned P it does,
and damned if it Hoesn't,”” he
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